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h e  t e r m  
' l i v e r  d i s e a s e ' c o v e r s  a  w i d e  r a n g e

o f  c o n d i t i o n s  l n  w h i c h  t h e  l i v e r  f u n c t i o n s
l e s s  e f f i c i e n t l y  t h a n  n o r m a l

The l iver  is  the largest  in ternal  organ in a pet 's  body,
wi th an est imated t ,5oo funct ions to per form l t  p lays a
centra l  ro le in  the d igest ion and convers ion of  nutr ients,
the removal  of tox ic  substances,  the synthesis  of  key
components of  the b lood and the storage of  v i tamins
a n d  m i n e r a l s

Many l iver  d isorders,  such as those caused by v i ruses,
bac te r i a ,  o r  damage  by  d rugs  and  chemica l s ,  r esu l t
in  in{ lammat ion -  referred to as hepat i t is  Severe,
pro longed inf lammat ion,  i f  untreated,  may cause
hea l t hy  l i ve r  ce l l s  I o  be  rep laced  by  sca r  t i s sue

The l iver 's  funct ion can a lso be impaired by d iseases
elsewhere in  the body,  and some pets are born wi th
abno rma l  b lood  vesse l s  t ha t  cause  the  l i ve r  t o  be
'bypassed ' -  dep r i v i ng  i t  o f  nu t r i en t s

Factors that can influence the l ikelihood of a dog
or cat developing l iver disease include:

AGE
Inhe r i t ed  and  deve lopmen ta l  d i so rde rs  usua l l y
produce s igns at  an ear ly  age,  whereas l iver  tumours
are most  common in pets over  ro years o ld

BREEDS
Certa in breeds,  such as Bedl ington and Yorkshi re
Terr iers,  Cocker  Spanie ls  and 5 iamese cats are
more l ike ly  to be born wi th,  or  to  develop,
pa r t i cu la r  l i ve r  d i seases

ENVIRONMENT
Toxic chemicals (such as pest ic ides and herbic ides)
and drugs,  i f  acc identa l ly  consumed,  may resul t  in
l i ve r  damage

BODY CONDITION
Cats that  are obese,  or  do not  eat  for  4-5 days for
whatever  reason,  appea( more l ike ly  to develop
l i ve r  d i sease



Recognising the signs
of liver disease

. Poor a ppetite

.  Depression

.  Vomit ing and
d i  a  r rhoea

. Loss of weight

.  lncreased th i rs t
In oogs

Specific signs in certain
severe cases include:

.  Jaundice (yel lowing of
t he  gums ,  sk in  and  the
'whi tes 'of  the eyes)

.  Abno rma l  behav iou r
( i  e .  nervous s igns)

.  Swel l ing of  the
abdomen

I t  may be d i f f icu l t  to  recogn e that  your  pet  has l iver

I  d i sease  because  the  mos t  c  mmon  s igns  a re  t he  same
I  as  f o r  many  o the r  d i so rde rs  . e .



t ho rough  phys i ca lexamina t i on  o f  you r  pe t  may
aler t  your  vet  to  the possib i l i ty  of  l iver  d isease
However,  because the physlcal  s igns of  l iver

d isease are of ten not  speci f ic ,your  veter inary surgeon
may use a number of  procedures to help make

r  n r e r i < e  d i r o n n < i <

These  can  i nc lude :

Blood tests
These  a re  ab le  t o  de tec t  b i ochemica l
changes  tha t  i nd i ca te  l i ve r  damage  o r
a b no rm a I  l iver  fu  n ct ion

Liver imaging
Chanpes  i n  shaoe .  s i ze  o r  b lood-  "  b - -  -  " T - ,

supply of  the l iver  may be
detected by us ing u l t rasound

or radiography (x  rays)

Liver biopsy
A  sma l l  samp le  o f
t issue is  co l lected
and  examined
in a laboratory
for  s igns
of  l iver
d i sease



of pets with liver disease

epending on the sever i ty  and nature of
the l iver  d isorder ,your  vet  wi l l  recommend
appropr iate measures -  ranging f rom

nutr i t ional  management to drug therapy,
and in cer ta in cases,  surgery.

The  l i ve r  has  an  amaz ing  ab i l i t y  t o  repa i r  and
regenerate i tse l f ,  prov ided that  the ca use of  the d isease
does not  pers is t  Correct  nutr i t ion p lays an important
pa r t  i n  supp l y i ng  the  nu t r i en t s  needed  to  he lp  bu i l d
new t issue and support  a pet 's  recovery.

Hi l i 's  of fers a range of  products,  to  be fed under
veter inary superv is ion,  to  dogs and cats wi th
l i ve r  d i sease

Hi l l 's ' "  Prescr ipt ion Diet ' "  Canine l /d ' "  and Fel ine
l /d ' "  const i tu te a complete range of  canned and
dry foods for dogs and cats, specifically formulated
to a l lev iate the c l in ica l  s igns of  l iver  d isease and
promote l iver  repai r  and
regeneratron

Can ine  l / d ' "  and  Fe l i ne
l/d'" are effective in
managing pets wi th l iver
d isease because they use
highly d igest ib le prote ins,
ca rbohyd rates a nd fats
in combinat ion wi th
other  nutr ients to help:

.  L imi t  the product ion of
metabol ic  tox ins

.  Reduce the work load of  the l iver

. lmprove the efficiency of the l iver

.  L e e e l c r a l c  r c a ^ \ t p r \ l

I r c l r n r \ I  
I c a n i n e l r l



,1/ Feed only the pet food recommended by
your ver

1/ Divide each day's food ration
sma l l  mea ls ,  i nc lud ing  one  a t

i nto freq uent,
bedt ime

1/ Monitor your pet's weight, behaviour and
genera I  hea l th

/ Spelk to your vet before changing your
pet 's  medicat ion or  feeding regimen

FEEDING GUIDE

All Hi l l 's products are extremely palatable foods
that are eagerly accepted by most pets However,
when suffering from l iver disease your pet may
have a reduced appeti te or be less wil l ing to eat
l fyour pet does resist this change offood, the
fol lowing t ips may help:

. Introduce the new food gradually - mix i t  with
your pet 's usual food, adding more of i t  each day
unti l  you have completed the change-over

. Warm canned food to body temperature - but no
hotter - before feeding

. l fyour pet refuses to eat for more than 48 hours,
discuss the problem with your vet

Remember our food is 100% Guaranteed - we promise
complete satisfaction or we buy it back.

Hil l 's Pet Nutr i t ion Ltd
Wingfield Court,  Croxley Business Park

Hatters Lane, WATFORD WDLS 8YL

Helpline Tel: O80O 282438/7-800-626002 (not) rax' 0L923 814401

www.H i l lsPet.co.uk
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