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What is kidney disease?

l \  ogt  and cats have two k idneys,  each made up of

|  |  many thousands of  t iny funct ional  uni ts ,  ca l led
LJ 'neohrons', that f i l ter the blood, remove waste
substances and mainta in the correct  concentrat ions of
f lu id and minerals  wi th in the body A proport ion of  these
funct ional  uni ts  d isappear wi th age and are not
replaced Kidney d isease inc ludes any d isorder  which
causes the destruct ion of fur ther  nephrons Accelerated
damage to the k idneys can be caused by a whole range
of factors,  inc luding in jury,  in fect ion and cancer,  but  a
heal thy animal  has a considerable reserve of  k idney
func t i on ,  and  s igns  o f  se r i ous  i l l ness  appea r  on l y  when
three-quarters of  i ts  nephrons have been lost  ( renal
fa i lure)  Kidney d isease is  common in both dogs and cats
With ear ly  d iagnosis and t reatment ,  much can be done
to help l imi t  i ts  progression

Factors that can influence the likelihood of a dog or
cat developing renal failure, include:

AGE
The chance of renal failure developing increases
with age in dogs and cats, and it doubles between
ro and r5 years o ld.

BREED
Renalfailure is recognised more frequently in
Maine Coon,  Abyssin ian,  Siamese,  Russian Blue and
Burmese cats Related members of certain dog
breeds are prone to particular kidney disorders,
e.g. Cocker Spaniels, Lhasa Apsos,5amoyeds and
Dobermann Pinschers.

ENVIRONMENTAT
Some com mon chem ica ls (phenol ic d isi nfecta nts,
anti-freeze, lead paint), and also some drugs, are
toxic to the kidneys

DIETARY
Careful control ofthe intake of phosphorus and
protein in the food can slow the progression of
kidney disease in dogs and cats that have
reduced kidney fundion.



Recognising the signs
of kidney disease

Look out for:

.  lncreases in
th i r s t  and  u r i ne
prod uct ion

.  Decreased appet i te

Weight  loss

Ha l i tos is
(bad breath)

Vomit ing and,
less frequently,
d ia  r rhoea

Sore mouth

Apathy and
wea Kne55

Dc



Diagnosis

s  we  I  as  a  t ho rough  phys i ca  examina t i on ,  you r
ve te r i na ry  su rgeon  w i  I  usua l l y  ca r r y  ou t  u r i ne
and  b lood  tes t s  f  k i dney  d i sease  i s  suspec ted

S o m e t i m e s ,  m o r e  a d v a n c e d  p r o c e d u r e s ,  s u c h  a s  x  r a y
s t u d i e s ,  u  t r a s o n o g r a p h y ,  b i o p s y  o r  e x p l o r a t o r y  s u r g e r y
a r e  r e q u i r e d  I n  m a n y  c a s e s  o f  l o n g  s t a n d i n g  ( c h r o n i c )

k  d n e y  d i s e a s e  t h e  p r e c i s e  c a L r s e  o f  t h e  d a m a g e  t o  t h e
k  d n e y s  c a n n o t  b e  i d e n t  f i e d

Stages  o f  k idney  d isease

N o r m a l  k i d n e y  f u n c t i o n  a l t h o u g h  n e p h r o n s
t r a y  D e  l o > t  t l r e  a n  m a  c d n  d d . r p I  a ' d  d o c -
n o t  s h o w  a n y  s r g n s  o f  i l  n e s s

Kidney  insu f f i c iency  (ear ly  warn ing  s tage)  -

t b e  a n  m a  l s  u n a b  e  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  t h e  u r i n e
n o r m a l l y  a n d  t l r  r s t  i s  i n c r e a s e d

K i d n e y  f a i l u r e  t o x i c  w a s t e  s u b s t a n c e s
a c c u m u l a t e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  f .  d n e y s  c a n n o t  2 5 %

e l  m i n a t e  t h e m  e f f i c i e n t l y ,  c a u s  n g  s i g n s
o f  i l l n e s s

Advanced k idney  fa i lu re  marked s  gns  rcyo
o f  i  I n e s s  a p p e a r ,  e a d i n g  e v e n t u a l  y  t o

c o  l a  p s e  a  n d  d e a t h

Per.entage of
f u n c t i o n a l
n e p h r o n s
r e m a r n r n S
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Management and control of pets
with kidney disease

i l l ' s ' "  has a range of  Prescr ipt ion Diet  products
that  are designed to be fed,  under veter inary
superv is ion,  to  pets wi th k idney d isease to help

improve thei r  qual i ty  of  l i fe  Your vet  wi l l  be able to
supply you wi th the product  best  su i ted to your
pet 's  condi t ion

Feline g/d'" is moderately restristed in
protein, phosphorus and salt for dogs
and cats suffering from kidney
insufficiency and older pets with
special dietary needs Canine kld'" and
Fel ine k/d ' "  are ideal for  dogs and cats
suffering from kidney failure.

Canine u/d ' "  is  a food u l t ra- low in
-  phosphorus and prote in for

dogs wi th advanced k idney fa i lure.  Canine
Treats are restricted in protein, phosphorus
and sal t .

A l though an animal  suf fer ing f rom k idney
disease may need treatment with drugs, and
possibly fluid therapy to stabil ise its

condition, a permanent change to a specifically
formulated food is the most important long term
measure for controll ing the condition

Hill 's'" Science Plan'" Senior'" Range

Hill 's Science Plan Senior pet foods are specifically
formulated to minimise dietary risk factors that can
influence the development of kidney disease. Feed the
appropriate Science
Plan product, either
canned or dry, as
recommended by
your vet and ensure
a plentiful supply of
fresh clean drinking
water at all t imes.



1/ Feed only the food recommended byyour vet

1// Monito,r your pet's weight, activity, thirst and-  
general  condi t ion on a regular  basis  and inform
your veter inary surgeon prompt ly  of  any
u nexpected cha nges

1/ Do not feed any extra food scraps or vitamin-  
supplements,  and for  t reats feed dogs only Hi l l 's
Prescr ipt ion Diet  Canine Treats

1/ Speak to your vet before changing your pet's
me0rcatron or  Teeorng regrmen

FEEDING GUIDE

Al l  Hi l l 's  products are extremely palatable foods that  i
,r. .rg.ily r.."pted by most peis. However, when t
suffering from kidney disease your pet may have a \f
reduced appet i te or  be less wi l l ing to eat .  l f  your pet  \ -
does resist a change of food, the following tips may help:

.  Int roduce the new food gradual ly  -  mix i t  wi th your
pet's usual food, adding more of it each day until you
have completed the change-over

. Warm canned food to body temperature - but no
hotter - before feeding

. lfyour pet refuses to eat for more than 48 hours,
discuss the problem wi th your vet

Remember our food is 100% Guaranteed - we promise
<omplete satisfaction or we buy it back.
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