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What is gastrointestinal disease?

as t ro in tes t i na l  d i sease  i nc ludes  any  d i so rde r  t ha t
impairs  the d igest ion,  absorpt ion or  movement of
food through the stomach or  in test ines

E f f i c i en t  d iges t i on  and  abso rp t i on  a re  essen t i a l f o r you r
n p l  I n  h c , a h l c  t n  h r r i l d  : n d  r e n a i r  i l q  i i s s r r e <  a r d  l o  o b t a i n

vi ta l  energy.  As food passes through the stomach and
sma l l  i n tes t i ne ,  d i ges t i ve  j u i ces  sp l i t  t he  comp lex
foodstuf fs  in to substances smal l  enough to pass ihrough
the  i n tes t i na lwa l l -  a  p rocess  known  as  d iges t i on  A f te r
these have been absorbed,  what  remains passes in to the
large in test lne where res idualwater  is  removed and tbe
r c c l  e v n c l l e r i  r <  f r c r e <

Factors that can influence the l ikelihood of a dog or
cat developing gastrointestinal disease include:

AGE
Col i t is  is  more prevalent  in  dogs under 5 years o ld,
whi le  const ipat ion is  more l ike ly  in  o lder  pets

BREED
Certa in breeds such as Creat  Danes,  Cerman Shepherd
Dogs, Colden Retrievers and Coll ie breeds are more
prone to pa rticu la r gastroi ntesti na I d isea ses.

BEHAVIOUR
Dogs allowed to scavenge are more at risk of
digestive upsets from eating contaminated or
decomposing food.

FOOD
Digestive upsets can be caused by poor quality food,
food intolerance, foods high in fat, sudden dietary
chanses or excessive amounts offood



Recognising the signs
of gastrointestinal disease

fyou not ice any of these s igns,  consul t  your  vet ,
because gastro intest inal  problems are best
t reated ear ly

Signs of
gastrointestinal
disease:

.  Vomit ing

.  Diarrhoea

.  Blood or  mucus
in the faeces

. Straining to defecate

Other less specific
signs are:

. Loss of weight

.  Abnormal ly  large or
smal l  appet i te

.  Abdomen tense or
painful to the touch

. Depression



I n most cases, the physical signs may be enough for

I your vet to make a diagnosis. However, in some cases,
I blood and faeces may be tested and, if necessary, more
advanced procedures such as radiography,endoscopy or
exploratory surgery performed. lf your vet suspects an
adverse reaction to food, a feeding trial may be advised
Common ly  d iagnosed d isorders inc lude:

. Acute gastroenterit is. This generalised inflammation
of the digestive tract is often caused by a pet
consuming spoi led food or  a tox ic  substance.
It is characterised by the sudden onset of vomiting
and d iarrhoea

. Exocrine pancreatic insufficiency. This condition
resul ts  in  impaired d igest ion and large amounts of
soft faeces, together with an increased appetite and
weight loss.

. Small intestinal malabsorption. This condition most
of ten occurs when the smal l  in test ine is  in f lamed and
so nutrient absorption is reduced lt causes persistent
or recurrent diarrhoea, weight loss and often a loss
of a ppetite.

.  Col i t is .This in f lammat ion of  the large in test ine
causes frequent, and often painful, defaecation and
diarrhoea that  may conta in mucus and b lood



Management and control of pets
with gastrointestinal disease

i l l ' s ' "  o f fer  a range of  products specia l ly  formulated
for  the nutr i t ional  management of  pets wi th
digest ive t ract  d iseases I  hey snould only  be fed to

your pet  under your  vet 's  superv is ion

Hi l l 's ' "  Prescr ipt ion Diet ' "  Canine i /d ' "
and Fel ine i /d '^  are h ighly  d igest ib le,
non-i rrita nt, fat-restricted foods
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conta in ing soluble f ibre (F ibr imo) that
are formulated to help avoid vomit ing
and d iarrhoea.
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Hill 's'" Prescription Diet'" Canine d/d'" and
Fel ine d/d ' "  conta in r ice p lus a s ingle animal
prote in source to a id in  the d iagnosis and

,  management ofd ietary
"  a l lerg ies and other  d isorders.

*:>

H il l 's'" Prescri ption Diet'" Can ine
w/d'" and Feline w/d'" are foods with
restricted fat and increased insoluble
fibre to help regulate bowel
movements and reduce st ra in ing

Hi l l 's ' "  5c ience Plan ' "  Range

Each product  in  the Hi l l 's  Science Plan range is
formulated to reduce the risk of Rastrointestinal

u psets.  H ighly  d igest ib le
ingredients are used in fixed
formulas to avoid causing a
digestive upset because of abrupt
d ietary change
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1/  Feed onlythefood recommended byyourvet

g/ Don't give your pet any food scraps or left-overs

1/ Avoidyour pet scavenging

- /  Avo id  us inp  anv  over  the  counter  med ic ines  such as
J a

laxat ives or  b inding agents,  which are general ly
r r n < r  r i t r h l e  f n r  n e f  <

1/ Speak to your vet before changing your pet's food or
med icat ion

FEEDING GUIDE

Alt  Hi l l 's  products are extremely palatable foods that
a re eagerly accepted by most pets. However, when
suffer ingfrom Bastro intest inal  d iseaseyour pet  may : i
have a reduced appetite or be less willing to eat. l€"
l fyour pet  does resist  a change of food, thefol lowing
t ips may help:

.  lnt roduce the new food gradual ly  -  mix i t  wi th your
pet 's  usual  food,  adding more of  i t  each day unt i l  you
have completed the change-over

. Warm canned food to body temperature - but no
hotter - before feeding

. lfyour pet refuses to eatfor more than 48 hours,
discuss the problem wi th your vet

Remember our food is 100% Guaranteed - we promise
complete satisfaction or we buy it back.

Hi l l 's  Pet  Nutr i t ion Ltd. ,

Wingf ie ld Court ,  Croxley Business Park,  Hatters Lane,

WATFORD, WD].8 8XL
Hi l l 's  Helpl ine:  O80O 282438 -800-625002 (ROl)  www Hi l lsPet co.uk
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