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iabetes mel l i tus is  a condi t ion that  usual ly  develops
because  o f  a  l ack  o f  i nsu l i n  I nsu l i n  i s  a  ho rmone
tha t  t he  body  needs  to  he lp  i t  use  g lucose

A  sho r tage  o f  l nsu l i n  i s  usua l l y  t he  resu l t  o f  damage
to the pancreas,  the organ in the body that  produces i t

I n  some  pe ts ,  d i abe tes  i s  caused  no t  by  a  l ack  o f  i nsu l i n ,
but  by hormonal  changes or  drugs that  reduce the ef fect
o f  t h e  i n s u l i n

A  pe t  w i t h  d iabe tes  can  show a  range  o f  s i gns  and
the  l onge r  i t  i s  un t rea ted ,  t he  more  comp l i ca t i ons ,
i nc lud ing  ca ta rac t s  i n  t he  eyes ,  may  appea r  A l t hough
the re  i s  no  cu re  f o r  d  abe tes .  i t  can  be  managed
th rough  d ie ta ry  con t ro l ,  exe rc i se ,  and  o f t en  by  g i v i ng
add i t i ona l  i nsu l i n  by  i n j ec t i on  As  i n  peop le ,  t he re  a re
d i f f e ren t  t ypes  o f  d i abe tes  and  th i s  w i l l  de te rm ine
the  t rea tmen t  t ha t  you  r  pe t  i s  g i ven  The  ea  r l y  d  i agnos i s
and  managemen t  o f  d i abe tes  can  go  a  l ong  way  to
reduce  fu r the r  comp l i ca t i ons

Factors that can cause or increase the risk of
diabetes include:

BREED
Some dogs,  such as Samoyeds,  Minature Schnauzers,
Minature Poodles and Pugs are more predisposed to
diabetes Of cats,the Burmese breed appears to be
more l ikely to develop diabetes

GENDER
In dogs, diabetes is at least twice as common in females,
whilst in cats, neutered males are more at risk

BODY CONDITION
Overweight pets have a greater tendency to
develoo d iabetes

AGE
Pets can develop diabetes at any age, although the
peak onset  is  around the age ofe ightyears

HORMONAL CHANGES
Short-term hormonal changes associated with bitches
coming into heat, or certain types of medication, can
in i t ia te d iabetes.



Recognising the signs
of diabetes

A pet with diabetes
may exh ib i t  some o f
the  fo l low ing  s igns :

.  n c r e a s e d  t h i r s t

.  r n c r e a s e d  a - d ' r e q u p - t
u  r i n a t i o n

.  W e r g h t  l o s s

C h s n o c  i n  : n n e t i t e

i n i t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e s
a n d  J a t e r  d e c l i n e s

De p  ress  io  n

Vom i t ing
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Diagnosis

\  /ou r  veter ina ry  su rgeon wi l l  exam ine you r  pet  a nd may

{ carry out  b lood and ur ine tests to determine whether
I  d iabetes is  present .  I  he ear ly  d iagnosis ot  d iabetes

There a re two ma in types of d ia betes In both
.  cases  a  spec ia l  d le t  and regu la r  exerc ise  can he lp

main ta in  cont ro l ,
;
c-, Insulin Dependent Diabetes Mellitus (IDDM)
E

This  i s  the  predominant  type  and add i t iona l
insu l in  needs  to  be  g iven to  your  pe t

by i nlection

Non-lnsulin Dependent Diabetes
Mellitus (NIDDM)

wi l l  he lp contro l  the d isease,  and wi th the appropr iate
management there is  every possib i l i ty  that  your  pet  wi l l
have a fu l l  and act ive l i fe

In  t h i s  t ype ,  some  na tu ra l  i nsu l i n
i s  s t ' l l  be inp  o roduced . l ndb  T  - " . " - ' -  -

cont ro l  may be  ach ieved
w i t h o u t  r n s u l '  i n j e c t i o a .

.  fo r  example  by  we igh t
ma nagement



Management and control
of pets with diabetes

\  /our  ve ter inary  surgeon w i l l  adv ise  on  a

\/  personal ised course of t reatment and l i festyle
I  changes for your pet,  and recommend a food

spec ia l l y  fo rmula ted  to  he lp  manage d iabetes .

DOGS:

Hill's* Prescription Diet*
Canine w/d- has
increased levels of fibre
which helo reduce
fluctuations in
blood glucose levels.

CATS:

Hill's* Prescription Diet*
Feline m/d* combines
increased fibre levels with
a lowcarbohydrateand
high protein content to
give good regulation of
blood sugar.

This unique formulation
is also effective for weight
loss in overweight
diabetic cats.

ICan inek l

rld

Hill's" Prescription Diet' Feline w/d"
is a higher fibre alternative for normal
weight diabetic cats.

ICan inek I

wld

Hill's* Prescription Diet" Canine r/d*
is higher in fibre and lower in fat and
calories; ideal for diabetic dogs needing
to lose weight



Owner's checklist

1/  Watch  fo r  s igns  o f  i l , l ness  and don ' t  de lay  in  seek ing
advrce  l rom your  ve t

/

/

1/ feed only the food recommended by your vet

1/  C lose ly  fo l low a  da i l y  rou t ine  -  such as  regu la r  t imes
-  

fo r  mea ls ,  se t  amounts  o f  food and cons is ten t  leve ls
o f  da i l y  exerc ise

1 /  l f  g i v i ng  i nsu l i n ,  make  su re  you  se t  regu la r  t imes  to
g rve  l nJec l rons

Ensu re  tha t  adequa te  f r esh  wa te ri s  a l w a y s  a v a i l a b l e

Diabetes requi res regular ,  carefu l  moni tor ing,  so make
sure you keep appointments wi th your  vet

FEEDING GUIDE

All Hi l l 's products are extremely palatable foods
that are eagerly accepted by most pets However,
when suffering from diabetes your pet may have
a reduced appeti te or be less wil l ing to eat l f  your f f i
pet does resist this change of food, the fol lowing
tips may help:

. Introduce the newfood gradually- mix i t  with your pet 's
usual food, adding more of i t  each day unti l  you have
com pleted the cha nge-over

. Warm canned food to body temperature - but no hotter -

before feeding

. l fyour pet refuses to eat for more than 48 hours, discuss
the problem with your vet

7/
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