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What is dental disease?

s with people, pets need to keep healthy
teeth and gums throughout their  l i fe.
Research shows that at  around the age of

two, 8o% of dogs and 7o% of cats have some sign
of dental  disease. Such oral  health oroblems often
begin with a bui ld-up of plaque, a st icky f i lm that is
cont inua l l y  fo rming  on  the  tee th .  P laque can
harden and form unsight ly tartar i f  lef t  untreated.
P laque and ta r ta r  can  lead to  g ing iv i t i s ,  a  pa in fu l
condit ion of inf lamed gums, and eventual ly,
per iodontal  disease may develop. In severe cases
damage is so bad that tooth loss can occur.
Infect ion associated with dental  disease is
responsible for bad breath and bacter ia can enter
a pet 's blood stream and spread to the vi tal
organs such as heart ,  l iver or k idneys.

Factors that can contribute to a pet developing
dental problems include:

POOR ORAL HYGIENE
Without proper preventative care, plaque and tartar can
accumulate and lead to gingivit is and periodontal disease.

BREED
Ovqrcrowded or misaligned teeth are more often a problem
for smaller breeds ofdogs and can encourage periodontal
disease. Certain cat breeds (eg Abyssinian and Somali) may
be more disposed to periodontal disease

FOOD
Feeding your pet on sticky food can lead to a more rapic
accumulation of plaque.

AGE
Dental disease occurs more commonly as pets get older



Recognising the signs
of dental disease

lways ask your vet about the condit ion
of your pet's teeth. However, there are a
variety of indicat ions that your pet may

have dental  problems.

Signs of dental disease:

Bad breath

Bui ld up of yel low brown tartar

Reddened or bleeding gums

Pain when eat ing or pawing at the mouth

Change of chewing or eat ing habits

Subdued behaviour

Dr ibb l ing  sa l i va

Tooth loss

Fel ine
per iodonta l  d isease

Fel ine
healthy mouth



professiona I  exa m inat ion a nd assessment
is the best way to determine i f  your pet has
dental  disease. Your vet wi l l  check for s igns

of tooth and gum damage and decide what
treatment is required for your pet.

In severe cases, your vet may advise extract ion
of loose or damaged teeth. But unless there are
specif ic problems,your vet wi l l  be l ikely to
recommend a  sca l ing  and po l i sh ing  o f  your
pet 's teeth to remove plaque, tartar and staining.
For this orocedure to be as effective and safe as
possible,your pet wi l l  usual ly be given a general
a naesthet ic.

Fol lowing ini t ia l  t reatment,  good oral  health can
be main ta ined w i th  regu la r  c lean ing .  Your  ve t  can
advise on preventat ive measures such as tooth
brush ing  and spec ia l  foods .  When brush ing  is
recommended, a special ly designed pet toothpaste
and too thbrush shou ld  be  used;  ask  your  ve t  about
the  cor rec t  b rush ing  techn ique.



Management and control of pets
with dental disease
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i l l 's ' "  Prescr ipt ion Diet ' "  Canine I /d '"  and
Prescr ipt ion Diet ' "  Fel ine t /d" are
formulated to assist  in the care of vour pet 's

teeth and are cl in ical ly proven to be very effect ive
They di f fer f rom other dry pet foods in that the
k ibb les  are  la rger  and do  no t  sha t te r  immedia te ly
when bi t ten into. lnstead, the tooth penetrates the

k ibb le  and depos i ts  o f  p laque
and o ther  debr is  a re  w iped f rom
the surface, helping to prevent
prob lems such as  bad brea th
and too th  loss  H i l l ' s  has  added
a super io r  an t iox idant  fo rmula
to combat oxidat ive damage

which  p lays  a  s ign i f i can t  ro le  in  the  progress ion
of  denta l  d isease

I  Caninel ' l

t ld r

This product provides dental  benef i ts that are
recognised by the Veter inary Oral Health Counci l .

Canine t/d'" and
Feline t/d'" are complete
and balanced foods that
can be fed daily without
the need for other
supplements
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a  n d  m o u t h

/  Feed only the pet  food recommended by
you r  ve l

. /  Don ' t  a l low your  pe t  to  chew hard  ob lec ts .
Y _ .-  

Th is  i s  the  most  common cause o f  b roken
teeth in pets

. /  l {  possible. brush your pet 's teeth regular l ,
Y

1/ Arra,nge regulardental  check ups with your vet-  
so  tha t  your  pe t ' s  o ra l  hyg iene can be
monitored effect ively

FEEDING GUIDE

Al l  H i l l ' s  p roduc ts  a re  ex t remely  pa la tab le  foods
that are eagerly accepted by most pets However,
when su f fe r ing  f rom denta l  p rob lems your  pe t
may have a reduced appeti te or be less wil l ing to f f i l
ea t  l f your  pe t  does  res is t  a  change o f food, the
fo l low ing  t ips  may he lp :

.  In t roduce the  new food gradua l ly  -  m ix  i t  w i th  your  pe t  s
usua l  food,  add ing  more  o f  i t  each day  un t i l  you  have
romnle ted  the  .ha  npe-over

. l fyour pet refuses to eat for more than 48 hours, discuss
the  prob lem wi th  your  ve t
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