
Canine
brain ageing

Hollyoak
Veterinary Surgery

i ini i': i U' ; i; "f- l.i fri

01223 232111



What is brain ageing?

rain ageing is a natural  process that is largely

the result  of  damage to cel ls caused byfree

radicals Free radicals are oroduced bv the

body's own metabol ism, as wel l  as by environmental

pol luta nts and u l t ra-violet  l ight.

Th is  damage causes  b io log ica land phys ica l  changes

to brain t issue, which in turn can lead to a dog having

reduced problem-solving abt l i t ies and changes in

behaviour. ln fact, 5o% of dogs aged eight years and

over showed one or more cl in ical  s igns of brain ageing

However,  by recognising the signs of brain ageing as

early as possible, there is much that can be done to

l imit  i ts progression



Recognising the signs
of brain ageing

dec l ine  in  b ra in  func t ion  may a t  f i r s t  resu l t

in  smal l  changes such as  inc reased s leep ing ,

a  lack  o f  energy  or  mi ld  i r r i tab i l i t y .These s igns

are often wrongly bel ieved to be part  of  the normal

ageing process l t  is not unt i l  the change in behaviour

beg ins  to  d is rup t  the  re la t ronsh ip  be tween a  dogand
its owner,that owners may seek veter inary advice

There are a number of signs that
may develop with brain ageing:

Age-related behavioural changes

Disorientation
' Appears lost in famil iar surroundings
. Fails to recognise familiar people or places
. Decreased alertness and armless behaviour

lnteracts less
. No longer keen to greet family members
. Does not seek attention orto be petted

5leep pattern disturbed
. Sleeps more during the day andlor

less dur ing the night
.  Wanders round the house at  n ight

House training lost
' Doesn't askto go outside
' Frequent "accrdents"occur indoors
. Loss of bladder or bowel control



he key to the diagnosis of brain ageing is your
observations as a pet owner.You should look
out for the four signs detailed above. A dog

showing one or more of these behaviouralchanges
may be considered as cl in ical ly af fected, so you should
report a ny cha nges to you r veteri na ry s u rgeon.

The invest igat ion of any ai lment associated with
age ing  must  a lso  inc lude a  thorough phys ica l
examinat ion. By doing this,your veter inary surgeon
wil l  be able to determine i f  a medical  disorder.
ra ther  than bra in  age ing ,  i s  the  cause o f
behavioural  changes.



Management and control
of dogs with brain ageing

i th  ear ly  d iagnos is  and appropr ia te
treatment,  the undesirable behavioural
changes associated with brain ageing

can be d imin ished or  even reversed

New Hill 's'" Prescription Diet'" Canine b/d'" is

the f i rst  and only nutr i t ional product to
provide
a rel iable management aid for s igns of brain

ageing and age-related behaviouralchanges in

dogs Prescr ipt ion Diet Canine b/d contains:

.  A unique combinat ion of f rui t  and vegetable
ingredients, r ich in carotenoids and f lavonoids

to combat free radicals

.  The highest level of  v i tamin E, plus addit ional

vi tamin C, beta-carotene and selenium, to help

protect against damage caused by harmful

free radicals

.  High levels of L-carni t ine and alpha-l ipoic
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- /  Feed on ly the food recom mended by you r vet
Y

1/ Do not
v i ta  m in

feed any extra food scraps or
supp lements

1/ Ensure that adequate fresh water
a lways  ava i lab le

1/ Monitor your dog's weight,  behaviour
and genera l  hea l th

FEEDING GUIDE

All Hi l l 's products are extremely palatable

foods that are eagerly accepted by most 
,

pets. However, i f  your dog does resist a "

change of food, the fol lowing t ips may help:

. Introduce the new food gradually over a 7-day period
- mix i t  with your pet 's usual food, adding more of i t

each day unti l  you have completed the change-over

. l f  your pet refuses to eat for more than 48 hours,

discuss the problem with your vet

Remember our food is too%" Guaranteed - we promise

complete satisfaction or we buy it back.

Hil l 's Pet Nutr i t ion Ltd
Wingfield Court,  Croxley Business Park

Hatters Lane, WATFORD WDt8 8YL
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