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a n c e r  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  c a u s e s  o f  n o n -

a c c i d e n t a l d e a t h  i n  d o g s  a n d  c a t s  l t  i s  a  d i s e a s e
c a u s e d  b y  a n  u n c o n t r o l l e d  d i v i s i o n  o f  b o d y  c e l l s ,

wh ich  a re  t he  bu r l d i ng  b locks  o f  a l l  l i v i ng  t i s sue  Cance r
ce l l s  l ose  the i r  no rma l  f unc t i on  The  uncon t ro l l ed  g row th
o f  ce l l s  can  l ead  to  a  l oca l i sed  swe l l i ng ,  ca l l ed  a  t umour ,
o r  as  w i t h  cance r  o f  t he  b lood ,  t he  cance r  ce l l s  may
move  a round  the  body  Ben ign  tumours  rema in  i n  one
p lace ,  usua l l y  g row ing  s low ly ,  bu t  can  cause  p rob lems  by
compress ing  nea rby  o rgans  and  vesse l s  Ma l i gnan t
tumours  a re  more  agg ress i ve  and  i nvade  su r round ing
t issues,  and of ten spread v ia the c i rcu latory system to
other  par ts  of the bodv

Al though cancer is  a worry for  most  pet  owners,  there
a re  new t rea tmen t  op t i ons  ava i l ab le ,  ou t l i ned  i n  t h i s
leaf le t ,  which can of fer  hope for  many pets suf fer ing
from cancer.

Factors that can influence the l ikelihood of a pet
developing cancer, include:

AGE
Near ly  hal f  o f  a l l  dogs over  1o years o ld wi l l
develop cancer

BREED
Certa in tumours are more common in speci f ic  canine
breeds e g sk in tumours in  Boxers,  tumours of  the
spleen in Cerman Shepherd Dogs,  and bone cancer in
the g iant  breeds Siamese cats appear to be more at
r isk than other  cat  breeds.

GENDER
Some cancers develop under the in f luence of  sex
ho rmones ,  such  as  mammary  tumours  i n  f ema les
and prostat ic  growths in  males.

ENVIRONMENTAL
Exposure to chemicals such as some pest ic ides and
herbic ides and radiat ion such as x-rays



Recognising the signs

A b n o r m a l s w e l l i n g s
that  pers is t  or
r n n f i n r r e  i n  o r n r n r

Sores that  do not  heal

Weight  loss

An  abno rma l l y  l a rge
n r  c m : l l  : n n c t i t p

Bleed ing  o r  d i scha rge
from any body orif ice

Offensive odour

Di f f icu l ty  eat ing
o r  swa l l ow ing

Hesi tat ion to exerc ise,
o r  l oss  o f  s tam ina

Pers is tent  lameness
or stiffness

Di f f icu l ty  in  breath ing

Di f f icu l ty  in  ur inat ing
or  defaecat ing
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Diagnosis
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ecause there are several  types of  cancer .  your
vet  may per form one or  more of  the fo l lowing
A i ^ ^ ^ ^ - + i -  + ^ - + -
u r d S r  r u > L r L  L g ) L ) :

Palpation
An examinat ion of  the pet ,  feel ing for  lumps
a n o  D U m p s

Blood tests
These tests look at  the b lood cel ls ,  and a lso
determine levels of  substances that  may have
resul ted f rom t issue damage caused by cancer

Biopsy
A  samp le  o f  t umour  t i s sue  i s  t aken ,  e i t he r  w i t h
a f ine needle,  or  by cut t ing out  a por t ion under

anaesthet ic ,  and the sDecimen is  sent  to  a
la boratory for  microscopic exa minat ion

Diagnostic imaging
Most  commonly,  tumours

are viewed with x-rays
(radiography) ,  but

increasingly
u l t r asound  i s  used

Endoscopy
A f ibre-opt ic
v iew ing  tube  i s
passed into the
body to look at,
and  take  a
biopsy f rom,
A  I U M O U T ,

par t i cu la r l y  i n
the d igest ive
and  u r i na ry
t ra cts



Management and control of
pets with cancer

I  f  your  pet  is  d iagnosed wi th cancer,  one of

I  today 's  many t reatment  opt ions can lead to
I  a posi t ive outcome.

5urgery
For local ised tumours,  an operat ion to remove the
tumour can lead to complete recovery

l f  the cancer is  aggressive or  has spread,your  vet  may
recommend the fo l  lowi  ng:

Chemotherapy
This is the use of special anti-cancer drugs to
destroy cancer cells Chemotherapy drugs are sometimes
given as a tablet or more usually by injection into a vein.

Radiotherapy
Performed in specialist centres, this treats cancer by
using high energy rays to destroy the cancer cells while
doing as l i t t le  harm as possib le to normal  ce l ls .

Nutrition
Nutrit ion has recently been shown to have a crit ical role
in the management of pets with cancer. Hil l 's provides a
range of specially formulated products, to be fed under
veterinary supervision, that may help in the battle
against cancer.

For dogs, Hil l 's- Prescription Diet.
Canine n/d* is the first food clinically
proven to nutrit ionally help counteract
the effects ofcanine cancer and the side

ri. 'nir!r- effects ofcancertherapy. lt has been
n /d , oroved to increase survival t ime and

W irprou. the quality of l i fe for oogs
u ndergoi ng chemothera py. The u n ique

formulation of Canine n/d helps feed the pet, but
starve the tumour.

Hil l 's- Prescription Diet. Canine/Feline a/d- is high in
energy, proteins, fats and appropriate micronutrients
to help pets maintain immune function and counter
debil itation and loss of aooetite.



1/ Feed on ly the food recom mended by you r vet

1/ Check carefully for any new lumps or bumps on
a regular  basis

1/ tWaintain your pet's usual routine
wnerever  posstDte

/ Monitor your pet's weight, activity and
general  heal th

1/ Pets receiving chemotherapy may have specific side
effects, please discuss these with your vet

FEEDING GUIDE

All Hi l l 's products are extremely palatable foods
that are eagerly accepted by most pets. However, i
when undergoing cancer treatment your pet I
may have a reduced appeti te or be less wil l ing to f t
eat. l fyour pet does resist this change of food,the \
fol lowing t ips may help:

. Introduce the new food gradually - mix i t  with your
pet 's usual food, adding more of i t  each day unti lyou
have completed the change-over

. Warm canned food to body temperature - but no
hotter - before feeding

. l fyour pet refuses to eat for more than 48 hours,
discuss the problem with your vet

Remeimber our food is roo% Guaranteed - we promise
complete satisfaction or we buy it back.

Hil l 's Pet Nutr i t ion Ltd.,
Suite 7 Sherbourne House, Croxley Business Park, Hatters Lane,

Watford, Hertfordshire WDr8 8WX
Hil l 's Helpl ine: o8oo 282438 wwwhil lspet.com

'T rademarks  
owned or  used under  l i cence by  H i l l ' 5  Pet  Nut r i t ion ,  Inc

O2ooo H i l l ' s  Pet  Nut r i t ion  ln (


